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1. Introduction 
 
This is a Village Design Statement (VDS) covering the Village and Parish of 

Hellidon.  
 

The Village Design Statement has been prepared by the Hellidon Parish 

Meeting who have coordinated the input from organisations and residents 
within the village. The result of circulating the VDS to the parish resulted 

in over 70% responding of which 100% were in agreement with the 

content.  
 

The Parish meeting believes that this VDS, which includes historical and 

social background to the village, will be a useful guide for residents and 

professional developers and their agents in producing any proposals for 
development within the Parish of Hellidon. It highlights the positive 

features of this attractive Northamptonshire village and the local 
countryside that surrounds it.  

 
It includes a set of planning guidelines which, if followed, will help to 

preserve and strengthen the much loved village community which is 
Hellidon. 
 

Following the response of the villagers regarding the VDS, it is clear that 

the people of Hellidon have shown that it is their wish to retain the 
present distinctive character and overall setting of the village. 

 
To this end, the VDS, which incorporates these design guidelines, is put 

forward as Supplementary Planning Guidance and should be read in 
conjunction with the Development Plan for Daventry. These design 

guidelines are intended to highlight the distinctive, local qualities of 
Hellidon. 

 

The distinctive character and overall setting of the village is described in 
the VDS. In particular, the community wishes to retain the views and 

open spaces within the village, the Village Greens, the verges and 
footpaths, its trees and its buildings. 

 
The purpose of the VDS is to: 

 
• set out a vision of what is important, 

• determine how any potential new development can best be fitted in, 
• establish and set out the design and quality standards it should 

meet, 
• agree on how to preserve valued local features, and 

• map out the facilities which the community needs to safeguard the 
future. 
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The VDS is therefore a blueprint for the future of the Parish according to 

the needs and views of the community. 
 

What is a Village Design Statement? 

 
The purpose of this VDS is to identify the physical aspects of where we 
live – the characteristics of the setting of the communities, buildings, 

roads and street-scene that are considered to be distinctive, significant 

and important by local residents. These features are generally those that 
we like and are some of the reasons we choose to live here. The aim is to 

ensure that any future development and change will contribute positively 
to the future of the local area and protect and enhance its special value. 
 

The VDS will be used to assist with determining planning applications 

within Hellidon. 
 

The VDS will also be used by the Parish Meeting to help it assess the 
impact of developments on the Parish and by developers and 

householders to help them plan developments that are sympathetic to the 
wishes ofthe community. 
 

Timeline 

 
• October 2013 Plan Initiated 

• October 2014 Agreed by Parish meeting planning sub committee 
• March 2015 Draft circulated to the whole village for consultation 

• May 2015 Tabled at the AGM with unanimous acceptance 
• May 2015 to August 2015 Additional period for receipt of comments 

• September 2015 submitted to DDC for discussion 
• December 2015 Reviewed at a village meeting 

• January 2016 Final draft circulated to the village prior to public 

consultation. 
• April 2016 Submitted to DDC for adoption 

• October 2016 Adopted by Daventry District Council 
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2. Planning context 
 

This VDS considers matters that relate to and can be affected by the 

statutory planning process used by Daventry District Council (DDC). One 
purpose of this plan is therefore to inform the planning authority (DDC) of 

these characteristic features and link them with relevant planning policies, 
so that the VDS is incorporated into the DDC Planning Documents and can 

influence future changes in the area.  
 

Daventry District Council has a number of policies and strategies to help 
deliver housing in both planning policy and housing strategy terms. The 

most important of these are: 
 

• The Saved Policies from the Daventry District Local Plan 
• The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (adopted December 

2014) 
 

The VDS is intended to set out clear statements for good practice that will 
be used by developers and others wishing to change or modify the 

physical characteristics of our communities. 

 
Change is brought about not only by large developments, but also by the 

smaller day-to-day adjustments to homes and gardens, open spaces, 
paths and hedges, which alter the look and feel of the whole parish.  

 
Within the Daventry District plans, Hellidon has not been earmarked for 

major development, mainly due to its conservation area status. However, 
there is increasing government pressure for more house building and this 

will affect the way developers view land use. 
 

Local people value their environment and landscape and are greatly 
concerned to retain the rural character of the villages and the open 

countryside. 
 

By setting out the aspirations of the local community this VDS will be of 

use to: 
 

• Statutory bodies and public authorities 
• Planners, developers, builders, architects, designers and engineers. 

• Local community groups. 
• Householders and businesses 

 
We consider ourselves to be part of a single friendly supportive 

community which has an efficient Parish Meeting and a planning 
subcommittee which meets on a regular basis. 
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How does this VDS fit into the planning process? 

 
This is a public document available for any interested party to read, either 

via the DDC website, DDC Planning Policy department or from the 
Hellidon Parish Meeting.  

 
This document will be a material consideration for Daventry District 

Council when assessing future planning applications made in Hellidon.  
 

More informally, it is hoped that the document will become a useful guide 
for all residents in the village or interested parties who are considering 

future changes to property within the village, regardless of whether or not 
planning permission might be required. 
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3. Village location 
 

Features 

 
Map of Hellidon parish 

 

 
 

This Village Design Statement covers the area of Hellidon Parish and the 
conservation area within which Hellidon sits. 

 
It consists of the village of Hellidon and surrounding farmlands. 

 
The village is within the conservation area shown in Appendix 1 

 
The parish is neighboured by the following parishes: 

 
• Catesby (Lower and Upper) 

• Charwelton 
• Priors Marston 

• Lower and Upper Shuckburgh 
 

For the villagers it is this rural environment, the tranquil countryside and 

the wildlife that is the main attraction of the area. There is also a strong 
sense of community within the village. 
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Village environment 
 

The village has some large developments in close proximity: 
 

Hellidon Lakes Golf & Spa Hotel 
 

Hellidon Lakes lies approximately half a mile from the village centre. Set 
within 220 acres of countryside, Hellidon Lakes Golf & Spa Hotel offers 

stunning views of the lakes and a 27-hole golf course. It contains 110 
bedrooms, Spa and conference centre 

 

 
 
Catesby Tunnel 

 
The Catesby Tunnel is a major piece of engineering work, both in terms of 

length and gauge. Originally planned as a cutting, its existence is due 
entirely to the owner of the Catesby Estate who did not want unsightly 

trains blotting his landscape. The 2,997-yard structure was cut by T Oliver 
& Son of Horsham as part of the Great Central's 'London Extension' 

construction contract No.4. Passing through the upper beds of the lower 
Lias and the lower beds of the middle Lias, 27 feet wide and 25 feet 6 

inches high, the Catesby Tunnel is straight throughout and on a rising 
gradient of 1:176 to the south, with the summit of this section reached as 

daylight resumes. 

Its creation demanded round 290,000 cubic yards of excavation. Work to 
sink the first shaft began on 18th February 1895 and the last length was 

keyed in on 22nd May 1897 - a remarkably quick average rate of 110 
yards per month. Progress was greatly accelerated by the use of Ruston 

steam navvies (cranes). The line was closed in 1966 by Dr. Beeching’s 
changes. 
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4. History and development 
 
The area has a long agricultural history dating back over many centuries.  

 
The Domesday Book of 1086 does not record Hellidon, although it does 

mention Catesby. In the 12th century a manor of four hides at "Eliden" 
(Hellidon) was recorded as being of the fee of Berkhamsted.  

 

From the 13th century Hellidon had two manors: Baskervilles and 
Giffords. The present manor house at the northwest end of the village is 

on the site of the former Baskervilles Manor.  
 

Giffords Manor was on the northeast side of the village, and there are 
substantial rectilinear earthworks where the house is said to have stood. 

The house had been abandoned by the time of Hellidon's 18th-century 
land surveys. 

 
Until the 1770s an open field system of farming prevailed in the parish. 

There were five open fields, and in 1726 they were mapped as Further 
Field, Lower Field, Middle Field, Upper Field and Short Attle Field. In 1774 

Parliament passed an enclosure act for Hellidon and in 1775 the parish 
was surveyed for enclosure. On this map what had been Middle Field was 

marked as Hill Field and what had been Short Attle Field was simply Attle 

Field. 
 

On Windmill Hill a tower mill was built in the late 18th or early 
19th century. By 1973 it was derelict but since then the tower 

has been restored. It is no longer a mill, but is an ancillary 
building for the Windmill Vineyard that has been planted 

around it. 
 

The earliest known record of a post office in Hellidon is from 1847. The 
first postmaster was John Wells, who described himself as a shoemaker in 

the 1841 Census but as a shopkeeper in 1849. By 1854 he was described 
as "Postmaster and Letter Receiver". 

 
The Grange, formerly the vicarage and a private school, is a house 

designed by William Butterfield and built for Rev CS Holthouse. The core 

is a small older house that the Reverend Holthouse bought, but 
Butterfield enlarged for him in 1850 and again in 1861. It is a Grade II* 

listed building. The house was begun in 1850 around the remains of a 
previous building and was extended three times before being closed as a 

school and sold into private hands in 1910. 
 

Hellidon's highest recorded population was 449, in 1861, Following which 
the population gradually declined as residents moved away from an 

agricultural life and sought the higher wages in other types of work in 
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nearby towns and cities. Also in 1874 several families left Hellidon to go 

to New Zealand where there was a recruitment campaign for working 
families to populate that country. 

 
There is a former Methodist chapel, probably built in 1813, which held 

regular services until the mid 1960s, when it closed through lack of 
attendees. During the 1970s it was briefly used for a children’s playgroup, 

following which it was left empty and derelict until it was converted to 
residential use at the beginning of the 21st century. 

 
Up until the early 1900s there were several shops in the village (along 

Cox’s lane). These were destroyed by fire and never rebuilt. 
 

There were at least three pubs in the village.  
 

• The Red Lion still continues to be a lively place for meeting and 

eating. 
• The Barley Mow (now the Old Barley Mow) closed in the 1970s 

• There was a third pub on Stockwell lane which closed many years 
ago and this is now in residential use. 

 
Transport to and from the village is a problem. Since the decline in rural 

work opportunities, many more people commute to work and to school. 
This has given rise to more traffic to and from and through the village. 

 
Due to the non existence of public transport, the commuting transport 

requirement is largely solved by the use of private transport.  
 

The increase in the number of vehicles has resulted in on 
road/verge/footpath/village green parking, there being insufficient 

parking spaces in the village and more are needed. It is also a safety 

concern. 
 

The 2011 Census recorded a parish population of 256; however this is 
considerably swelled by the inclusion of Hellidon Lakes Hotel. The 2015 

electoral roll has 161 people in the village and a total of 187 people 
registered in the Parish. 
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5. Countryside and ecology 
 
Landscape 

 
Hellidon lies in the Ironstone Hills landscape area, specifically the 

Staverton Hills according to the Northamptonshire Landscape Character 
Assessment. The area is characterised by elevated, rolling upland 

landform with distinctive isolated hills. The landscape is distinguished as 

the source of numerous watercourses and the area is characterised by a 
combination of both arable and pastoral land.  

 
There are important views around the village that demonstrate this 

character and the VDS will seek to protect these. These are illustrated in 
section 9. 

 
Description 

 
Hellidon is a village and civil parish about 5 miles (8 km) southwest of 

Daventry in Northamptonshire, England (NGR SP 6550 8154). It is 
approximately 20 miles (32 kilometres) west of Northampton. It is 

adjacent to the border of Warwickshire and very close to the border of 
Oxfordshire. The village is spread out over undulating land with over 20 

metres change in elevation from the highest to lowest point, Four winding 

lanes form a rectangle to provide access to the properties within the 
conservation area. Three even smaller lanes provide access to properties 

at the centre of the village. 
 

The parish has an area of about 1,600 acres (650ha).The village is 
between 520 feet (160m) and 590 feet (180m) above sea level on the 

north face of an ironstone ridge. Its highest point is 670 feet (200m) 
above sea level, at Windmill Hill about 0.5 miles (800m) southeast of the 

village.  
 

The Leam and a number of streams feeding it rise in the parish. At Arbury 
Hill the river Nene rises and at a point adjacent to the parish boundary 

and Charwelton is where the river Cherwell rises. Hellidon has a large 
number of naturally occurring springs, drained by ditches, channels and 

small streams. There are also a number of ponds in the area and two 

lakes 
 

The Jurassic Way long distance footpath linking Banbury in Oxfordshire 
and Stamford, in Lincolnshire passes through the village. The field system 

that covers this flat landscape is predominantly one of large, irregular 
shaped fields. A lot of the fields even now show evidence of the original 

ridge and furrow method of agriculture. In places, original hedgerows still 
remain, in some cases punctuated by mature hedgerow oaks, while 

remnant lines of mature oaks mark former field boundaries. Various 
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Schedule 1 birds (protected) regularly visit the village, including Redwing, 

Fieldfare and Kingfisher. Other less frequent visitors include Firecrest and 
Crossbill. 

 
Agriculture is the predominant land-use with mixed arable farming on 

better-drained land and pasture on other land. Animals pasturing are 
mainly cattle and sheep. 

 

General Development Guidelines 
 

The following are considered mandatory to maintain the character of the 
village: 

1. The design and usage of materials in any alteration or extension 
should be at least equal to or better than that of the main structure. 

2. No encroachment of the building line to the frontage of buildings 
should take place. 

3. All planning permissions given should seek, by condition if possible, 
to protect the existing roads, footpaths, verges, trees, walls, hedges 

or the like and to reinstate the same. 
4. Additional planting of trees, shrubs and hedges to maintain the 

borders in keeping with the village landscape setting. Any new 
planting should maximise the use of native species, or where non-

native species are used they should be beneficial to wildlife, for 

example pollinating insects. 

Countryside and Ecology Guidelines 
1. The characteristic countryside with its pattern of fields divided 

by streams and ditches and with roadside banks topped by 
hedgerows should be retained. 

2. Significant trees in the landscape should be recorded, retained 

and protected. 
3. The varied biodiversity should be recorded, protected and 

enhanced. This includes deer, badgers, foxes, rabbits, squirrels, 
hedgehogs and numerous bird species. There are also some 

protected species such the Great Crested Newt and some 
species of bat (such as Pipistrelle (both common and soprano), 

Brown long eared, lesser horseshoe and Daubenton’s bats). 
4. Local ponds should be recorded, protected and enhanced 

sympathetically for nature conservation objectives, in 
perpetuity. 

5. The rural night skies should be preserved where possible. 
6. Connectivity to the immediate countryside and beyond, on foot, 

by horse and by cycle, should be maintained and enhanced 
where possible. 

7. Wildlife and ecological surveys should support development 

proposals, to safeguard, enhance and create habitats. 
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8. New developments should be obliged to create new wildlife 

habitats where possible.. 
9. Natural frontages within the village including trees, grass 

verges, stone walls, ditches and hedgerows should be retained 
where possible and provided in new developments. 

10. Tree Preservation Orders should be maintained to protect 
important trees and belts of trees. 

11. Native trees and hedging should be planted in association with 
new developments in keeping with the ecology of the area. 

12. Wildlife corridors (in particular belts of trees, wide hedgerows, 
roadside ditch and bank systems and footpaths) should be 

protected and enhanced sympathetically for nature conservation 
objectives, in perpetuity.. 

13. Open spaces and amenity spaces should be retained and, if 
possible, enhanced. See section 9 for more details. They should 

be managed appropriately for nature conservation objectives, in 

perpetuity. 
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6. The Built Environment 
 

Description 

 
The area is characterized by a mixture of houses and cottages that are 

predominately built of the local Ironstone with slate roofs. The houses 
vary considerably in size and date. The majority are constructed of the 

local ironstone. 
 

Most of the properties are detached. There are four semi-detached former 
council houses, three of which have now been privately purchased 

 
Roofs may be slate or clay-tiled. There is one thatched roof and another 

of corrugated iron over thatch. Some of the houses were originally 

agricultural workers cottages, usually set some way off from the farm 
itself. Some examples of the housing stock are shown below: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

East View, Stockwell Lane Virginia Cottage, Stockwell Lane 

Green Farm, Stockwell Lane 

View near the Old Barley Mow 
Old Mill house, Stockwell Lane 

The Green, Berry lane 
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There are 82 houses in the parish (These are from Fir Trees, to the house 

beyond Leam Farm on the road to Staverton, including the windmill) and 
at the date of issue 10 of these are rental properties. Many homes are 

heated by more than one energy source. Almost all homes have a 
telephone and the majority of them are connected to the internet. 

Infrastructure 
 

The infrastructure within the parish is not conducive for any additional 
housing. There are no street lights, no gas supply, no doctor, dentist, 

garage nor shops and no public transport. The electrical power supplies 
have been routed underground to be less obtrusive.  

 
The drainage and sewerage systems are at capacity and the roads are 

currently not well maintained. During difficult weather such as snow there 
are often problems with the road usage. The roads are generally narrow 

and some are quite difficult to navigate with larger vehicles. This is 
further exacerbated by having parked cars along the verges. 

Public buildings and facilities 
 

The area has never been heavily provided with public buildings and 
facilities because of the low levels of population, and increased mobility 

has led to it being generally unviable to provide shops within the village. 
The nearest retail outlets are in either Daventry or Byfield. There is a part 

time post office which limits its sales to Post office material only. 
 

There is no school in the village (primary or secondary) and children 
attend schools in other villages and towns (such as Daventry). 

 

Residents feel that the pub is an important local facility and so is the 
church. These and the village hall are central to the community. 

 
There are no designated play areas for children within the village. 

 
Shepherd’s Spinney is an area of woodland that was planted in 1999 to 

celebrate the Millennium in the year 2000. 
 

Industrial and Commercial 
 

There is no medium or large scale industry within the village although it is 
home to a number of smaller businesses being run from homes. 

 
Broadband speeds have recently been improved by the introduction of 

high speed broadband. Cellular networks have poor coverage within the 
village. The main land usage is by the agricultural sector, and there is 

little prospect of any significant change in the near future,  
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Open spaces 
 

The village has a number of open spaces which need to be retained.  
 

These are as follows: 
 

• Village green (East) 
• Village green (West) including the triangular section containing the 

post box and jubilee oak 
• Churchyard (cemetery) 

 
There are several open areas within the village used as paddocks, or in 

support of farming activity. These would meet the criteria for open land 
included in DDC’s saved policy HS22 section 4.91.  

 
These open areas contribute significantly to the overall character of 

Hellidon and should be retained.  

 
These are as follows: 

 
• Green farm 

• Windover 
o Cited in response to DA/2015/0139 

o The site is designated as an important open space, within 
Hellidon’s Conservation Area and is considered to be within 

the confines of the village. The Local Planning Authority 
considers the development by reason, of its design, siting, 

and amount of earthwork required for the construction of the 
dwellings, would have a detrimental impact on the character 

and appearance of the locality.  
• Paddocks on Little Back Lane 

 

The local Shepherd’s spinney is an important open space and should be 
preserved. 

 
The above areas have been explicitly included in the VDS but there are 

many additional areas within the Parish which collectively provide the 
overall character of Hellidon and any changes to the village need to be 

seriously considered against the overall visual impact of the environment. 
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Wildlife sites 
 

There are a number of designated wildlife sites either in Hellidon or within 
a 2 Km radius of the village. There are no Statutory Protected Areas 

(SPA) or Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within the area. 
 

The Local Wildlife Sites (LWS), all examples of Liassic slopes, include: 
 

1. Fox Covert (SP501586) which is a plantation providing cover for 
birds and animals near the diverse grassland of the golf course. 

2. Hellidon Hill Golf course (SP504581) which has undulating 
meadows, some with springs and flushes, some with dry ridge and 

furrow grassland. 
3. Dane Hole (SP523597) which is mixed acidic woodland with ground 

flora and stream side vegetation of interest.  
4. Leam Fishponds – three ponds along a stream. 

5. Hellidon Pond (Stockwell lane). 

 
The following map shows the site locations: 
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New residential property 
 

Housing stock currently is too expensive for young people within the 
village. 

 
The most recent housing needs survey by Daventry District Council 

published in February 2013 identified only one potential requirement for 
affordable housing so there is no major requirement for new homes within 

the parish. There is very little option for location of new build homes at 
present. 

 

Renewable energy developments 

 
In principle the villagers are in favour of small scale renewable energy 

systems such as solar panels in use on private houses but in general are 
opposed to medium to large scale developments although each 

application will be considered on merit.  
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Built environment guidelines 
 

1. Any new development should be of proportionate scale to the 
village, maintaining the distinctive settlement pattern of small 

nucleated settlements. Features such as mature trees, stone 
walls, hedges and grass verges should be kept. 

2. Any new housing development would need to be varied in their 
style but should reflect the style of existing buildings; lower 

densities should be maintained. 
3. Any new houses should be one or two storeys high, with pitched 

(not flat) roofs. 
4. Backland and rear garden development should be discouraged. 

Where it is unavoidable, houses should not overlook each other. 
Development should have regard to the character of its location 

and be appropriate in scale.  
5. The design of buildings should be energy efficient.   

6. Local character and historical context of buildings are to be 

reflected in new design. New building design and construction 
must recognise the merit of local traditional materials. 

Residential development should use stone where possible and 
appropriate. 

7. The character and housing density of the surrounding area is an 
important factor to consider in order to minimise the impact of 

new development. 
8. Any new building would need to reflect the proportions of those 

nearby, including the spacing between dwellings.  
9. Hellidon is surrounded by and enjoys views to open spaces (as 

shown in Section 9) and, to protect the character of the village; 
these should not be built on. Developments will need to take 

into account any adverse impact on these views by conducting 
landscape appraisals and impact studies where relevant. 

10. Farm buildings should be preserved and creatively reused 

incorporating good design. Any new agricultural building should 
be carefully sited. 
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7. Roads, the street-scene and traffic 
 

Features 

 
Hellidon contains the following roads: 

 

Road name Type 

Beech Hill Residential 

Berry Lane Residential 

Catesby End Residential 

Charwelton Lane Unclassified 

Church Lane Residential 

Cox’s Lane Residential 

Little Back Lane Residential 

Napton Bridle Road also known as 

Gypsy Lane 

Unclassified 

Priors Marston Road Unclassified 

Stockwell Lane (sometimes referred 
to as Main Street) 

Residential 

 

There are no main or secondary roads in the area. The roads are 
unrestricted in terms of speed limits. 

 
There are no street lights anywhere in the village. There are no defined 

cycle tracks. Stockwell Lane and Catesby End are part of the Jurassic 
way. 

 
There is no Public transport available. As a result of the lack of Public 

transport, residents are dependent on cars and levels of car ownership 

are high (currently 100%). This causes a problem with parking in some 
areas of the village as many of the houses were not designed with cars in 

mind. In addition there are frequent home deliveries from many retailers 
and service organisations. The village lanes are at their limit in supporting 

the current level of activity. They are very narrow, made worse by on 
street parking, and poorly maintained. 

 
Within the parish, houses, large and small, tend to be set back from the 

road on reasonably large sites with hedges separating them from the 
road. However, not all have garages so that cars are usually parked in 

front of houses.  
 

Only parts of Stockwell Lane and Beech Hill have 
pavements and the road verges are constantly 

being damaged by large vans and lorries driving 

across them (shown left). This is also a problem 
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for the god cakes (small triangular grass islands) located at some road 

junctions. 
 

The Field footpath and Bridleway network we have today has been 
established for several hundred years and was originally brought into use 

to reach places of work and adjacent villages. In turn, the paths linked to 
others to reach further afield.  

 
The network of footpaths and bridleways in and around Hellidon are now 

mainly used for recreational purposes and enjoyable cycling and horse-
riding are possible. Occasionally some of the bridleways and byways have 

been used by motorcyclists and drivers of 4x4s.  
 

It would be beneficial if restrictions could be placed on the movement of 
heavy lorries within the village 

 

Roads and Street Scene Guidelines: 
 

1. Grass verges should be protected and enhanced alongside existing 

roads, including both main routes and local minor roads. In the 
appropriate settings, grass verges and footpaths should be a 

feature of new developments. 

2. New developments should contribute to improvements to road 
drainage where possible. 

3. New developments should contribute to improvements to junctions 
including god cakes where possible to improve safety for all road-

users. 
4. Road signage should be kept to a minimum, amalgamated where 

possible and be placed carefully and effectively  
5. Footpaths should be kept clear and useable. 

6. To reduce the visual dominance of cars parked on streets all new 
housing should have off-street parking sufficient for the size of 

the dwelling. Garages should be appropriately sized and situated 
so as not to impact on the streetscape – prominent buildings in 

front of houses are not appropriate 
7. Utility and telephone companies should minimise the visual impact 

of masts. 

8. Noise pollution should be a priority consideration in any new 
developments 
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8. Public buildings and amenities 
 
The village has a church, a pub and a village hall which are for public use. 

 

The church 

 

The main part of the church dates from 1591, though part of the tower is 
said to date from around 1350. It is built from the local ironstone, which 

was quarried in the south of the parish. 

 

Inside the church contains a number of Victorian and early 20th century 

stained glass windows. The above three photos show two memorial 

windows to those that fought in the 1914-1918 war the central photo is 
the East window. The window on the right is unique in having the faces of 

those who died in the war depicted as part of a war memorial. 
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The church also has two other memorial windows and one set in the bell 

tower. The west tower has a ring of five bells. Hugh II Watts, who had 
foundries at Bedford and Leicester, cast the fourth bell in 1615 and the 

second, third and tenor bells in 1635. The Whitechapel Bell Foundry cast 
the treble bell in 1993 after the village raised money to refurbish the 

bells. 

The public house 
 

 
 
The Red Lion pub is located on Stockwell Lane on the edge of the village. 

It is a classic English pub with food, accommodation and lots of special 

events. It is frequented by many of the villagers on a regular basis 
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The village hall 
 

 
 
The Village Hall has a history going back almost 400 years. The Village Hall as 

we know it today became Hellidon Village Hall in 1981.  Prior to that date 
although used as a village hall and venue for events, it was the Old School. 

The building is largely the one built in 1854 for the children of Hellidon, 
Catesby and outlying farms to attend for their schooling. In 1884 a new 

classroom was added and this became the kitchen after the school finally 

closed down, containing a sink with a cold tap only. 
 

This building stands on the site of a former one which was built in 1619, the 
year following the death of the benefactor and philanthropist, John Ball of 

Hellidon Manor who had bequeathed £100 in his will for the construction of 
a school with master's house attached. Of this original building little is 

known except that, like most buildings in Hellidon at the time, it was stone 
and thatched. 

 
John Ball had also left provision in his will for the maintenance of a 

schoolmaster in perpetuity. Deeds to the Manor Houses in both Charwelton 
and Hellidon each carry a clause stipulating an annual payment of £10. 

By the end of the eighteenth century this sum was insufficient for the 
purpose and the Churchwarden's Accounts indicate that it was they who 

were maintaining the property. 

 
By 1854 the state of the building was so bad that classes were no longer 

held there and, at one time, the children were given lessons by the Barley 
Mow landlord, probably in the pub. 
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Records show that the average attendance for the second half of the 

nineteenth century was 80 children, this swelled to over 100, when the 
children of railway construction workers attended between 1895 and 1897. 

In 1937, due to lack of numbers—the register had dwindled to single figures—
the school was closed, only to be reopened during the Second World War for 

evacuees who had been billeted in the village.  
 

It was closed for good in 1945 and has remained in use as a village hall ever 
since. The management committee has greatly improved the facilities, initially 

adding a hot water system and indoor toilet, the only ones until then being 
seats over buckets down the garden! 

 

The post office 

 

 
 

There is a Post office which is open part time. 
 

There is also a windmill which is no longer in use. 
 

 
On Windmill Hill a tower mill was built in the 

late 18th or early 19th century.  
 

By 1973 it was derelict but since then the tower 
has been restored.  

 
It is no longer a mill, but is an ancillary building 

for the Windmill Vineyard that has been planted 
around it. 
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Shepherd’s Spinney 
 

Also known as the Millennium wood this is an area of woodland that was 
planted in 1999 to celebrate the Millennium in the year 2000. 

 

 

 
 
Shepherd’s Spinney was one of Hellidon’s millennium projects – with the 

land donated by a villager (Mrs. Doris Shepherd) and trees given by 
villagers past and present – and is an environmental project that has 

developed into an area of natural beauty. The Spinney is now owned by a 
Charity and is looked after by Trustees to ensure that it benefits the 

villagers and future generations. 
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9. Key views and open spaces 
 
The map shows key open spaces           open land         

 
and the location of key views  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The following section shows the key views identified above: 
  

A 

F 

G 

H 

X 

E 

D 

B 

C 

I 

 

Shepherd’s 
Spinney 
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The following key views are shown on the map above: 

 
View A: 

 
From Priors Marston Road, near the Old Barley Mow, looking North 

 

 
 
From Priors Marston Road, near the Old Barley Mow, looking North East 

 

 
 
 

 
 



Page 29 of 39 
 

 

From Priors Marston Road, near the Old Barley Mow, looking North West 
 

 
 

View B: 
 

From Cox’s Lane, looking North over Green Farm 
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View C: 
 

From the junction of Stockwell Lane, Berry Lane and Catesby End looking 
South showing the Village Green (East) 

 

 
 
From the junction of Stockwell Lane, Berry Lane and Catesby End looking 

East showing the post box and jubilee oak. 
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From the junction of Stockwell Lane, Berry Lane and Catesby End looking 
North 

 

 
 
View D: 

 
From Little Back Lane near Windover looking East 

 

 
 
 

 
 



Page 32 of 39 
 

 

View E: 
 

From Little Back Lane, near Hillside looking North East 
 

 
 

 
View F: 

 
From the junction of Little Back Lane and Big Back Lane looking East of 

North. 
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From the junction of Little Back Lane and Big Back Lane looking West of 
North. 

 

 
 
View G: 

 
Towards the Village Green (West) 
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View H: 
 

From the approach to Hellidon from Lower Catesby on the gated road 
 

 
 

View I: 
 

From the junction of Stockwell Lane and “Two ton lane” looking West 
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Appendix 1: Conservation area 

 
The following map shows the boundary of the conservation area: 
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Appendix 2: Residents views 

 
The following chart is taken from a Housing needs survey published by 
Daventry District Council in February 2013 
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Appendix 3: Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 
 
LISTED BUILDINGS 

 

• Bank Cottage East View Cottage 

Grade II 
Stockwell Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• Bank House Farmhouse 

Grade II 
Stockwell Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• Church of St John the Baptist 
Grade II* 

Church Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• Church of St John the Baptist, Chest Tomb Approximately 12 

Metres North of North West Corner 
Grade II 

Church Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• Church of St John the Baptist, Chest Tomb Approximately 8 Metres 

North of East End of North Aisle 
Grade II 

Church Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• Church of St John the Baptist, Holthouse Memorial Cross 
Grade II 

Church Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• Clare Cottage 

Grade II 
Stockwell Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• Green Farmhouse 
Grade II 

Stockwell Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• Hellidon House Latchetts 
Grade II 

Church Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• Hellidon House and Latchetts, Walls, Gate piers and Gates to East 

and South 
Grade II 

Church Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• Hillside Cottage and Attached Wall 

Grade II 
Stockwell Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 
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• K6 Telephone Kiosk, Hellidon 

Grade II 
Hellidon 

• Laurel Cottage (now known as Berry Lane House) 

Grade II 
Berry Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• The Cottage 
Grade II 

Berry Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• The Grange 

Grade II* 
Little Back Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• The Old Mill House 

Grade II 
Stockwell Lane, Hellidon, Northamptonshire 

• The Windmill 
Grade II 

Hellidon 
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Appendix 4: Acknowledgements 
 
The plan has been developed and produced by the current planning 

subcommittee of the Parish meeting namely: 
 

Steve Brown 
Tony Brown (chair) 

David Dobson 

Mark Englert 
Marcus Galliford 

Tim Jenner 
Gina King 

Ian Negus 
Brita Wood 

 
Valuable input was also received from the recently retired parish clerk Mrs 

Jenny Fell and the current clerk Martin Allen. 
 

Thanks also go to the many villagers who have provided extremely 
valuable constructive comments and who took part in either the survey or 

feedback periods. 
 

The small group undertaking the work has tried its best to reach all local 

residents and communities, through surveys of residents and local 
business.  

 
Our document describes the local characteristics of the village and 

surrounding area and defines a series of aspirations leading to specific 
recommendations for the design of any future development.  We hope it 

can contribute to the growth and prosperity of our community and help to 
maintain the high quality of the local environment. 
 


