
Meeting of the Hellidon Parish – 26th May at 7 30pm 

Held at Hellidon Village Hall and Zoom 

PowerPoint slides of the presentations are also available upon request. 

Present 

Sir Tim Jenner, Martin Allen (Clerk), Marcus Galliford, Steve Brown, Alison Galliford (Z), Andrew Taylor (Z), 

Caroline Ridley (Z), Jenny and Tony Fell, Ian Hucklesby, Dave Dobson, Ellena and John Christie, Tony and 

Pauline Temple (Z), Councillors Rupert Frost, Jo Gilford, David Smith. 

Apologies 

Colin and Christine Prickett, Linda and Ian Negus, Alan and Helen Whall, Deborah Hirst and David Black, 

Pauline Hughes, Martyn and Andrea Eustace, Doreen Hillier-Bird. 

Welcome 

Sir Tim welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the agenda of the meeting and that it was being 

held both at the hall and by Zoom. He thanked the councillors for attending. 

1.0 Election of Chairman 

Sir Tim asked if there were any other nominations for Chairman, not forthcoming he confirmed that he 

would stand as Chairman on a caretaker basis but would hope that someone would take over in 2022. His 

election was proposed by Jenny and seconded by Marcus and Sir Tim was duly elected as Chairman. 

2.0 Minutes of the Meeting of 13th January 2021 

These were circulated to attendees in the hall and displayed on the screen for Zoom participants. They 

were accepted by those present. Proposed: Marcus and Seconded: Steve 

3.0  Chairman’s Report and Matters Arising 

3.1 Village Verges 

The Chairman confirmed that local farmers had been contacted and that ‘Keep off the Grass’ Signs had 

been purchased and a map was displayed of their intended locations.  

3.2 Road Signs 

The Chairman summarised that the main problem was the approach to the village past The Red Lion and 

that attempts to contact Highways had so far failed. Councillor David Smith offered to provide contact 

details to the clerk and assist in this matter. 

3.3 Trees on the Green 

Thanks to Councillor Rupert Frost, Norse had inspected them and produced an intended list of work which 

was displayed at the meeting. The Chairman commented that this was good progress. 

3.4 Village Website 

Deborah Hirst had accepted the role of Director of Communications and was busy updating the Village 

website. 

3.5 Conservation Area Review 

At the time of the meeting no news was available but subsequently WNC stated that ‘The report is 

currently being finalised, and then it will be presented to committee’. 

  



3.6 Planning Applications 

A list of recent planning applications was displayed to the meeting. 

The Chairman commented that the change of use planning application by The Red Lion to use part of the 

land behind as a ‘Beer Garden’ had been approved but for one year rather than the originally applied three 

years.  

4.0 Accounts 

4.1 The Annual Governance Statement was displayed. 

4.2 The Accounting Statement for 2020/2021 was displayed. 

4.3 The Internal Audit Report which had been conducted by Jenny Fell was displayed. 

4.4 The Certificate of Exemption was displayed. 

The clerk asked if there were any questions, non-forthcoming they were approved by the meeting 

Proposed by Marcus and Seconded by John Christie.  

5.0 Councillors Report 

This had previously been circulated to the meeting and was displayed for the benefit of those attending by 

Zoom. 

John Christie requested email details for contacting the councillors as he had had difficulty since the 

change from DDC to WNC. The clerk agreed to forward these to him. Steve asked about future plans for 

the DDC building and Jo Gilford replied that there would be an asset review, but it was intended to keep an 

office in Daventry. Council meetings had so far taken place at The Saints Ground. 

6.0 Election of Officers 

ROW/Footpath Warden: Graham Stokes .  

Neighbourhood Watch and Police Liaison: Andrea Eustace 

Hedge Warden: Chris Prickett 

Tree Warden: Doreen Hillier-Bird 

Snow Warden: Trevor M 

Andy Barber and Ian Hucklesby had offered to join the planning committee so the membership for 21/22 

was proposed to be: - 

Ian Negus, Marcus Galliford, Steve Brown, David Dobson, Andrew Taylor, Ian Hucklesby and Andy Barber. 

The above was proposed by Steve Brown and Seconded by David Dobson. 

7.0 AOB 

7.1 A request had been received that the meeting approach the Post Office asking for the installation of 

an additional post box outside the Village Hall. The clerk explained that Ofcom stated in 2013 ‘there should 

be a post box within 0.5 miles by straight line distance of at least 98% of delivery points nationally’ and that 

the current two boxes met that requirement. Asking for an additional box might enable the Post Office to 

remove one or both of the current boxes. The meeting agreed not to take any action. 

7.2 Ian Hucklesby asked about painting the Telephone Box. Marcus stated that it did not belong to the 

parish and was a listed ‘building’. The Chairman proposed that BT be asked to repaint it. 



7.3 Marcus was concerned about the Verge near Steve Brown. The Chairman intended to include this in 

discussions with Highways (See Road Signs above). Councillor Rupert Frost stated that Highway problems 

should be reported in the first instance to Street Doctor / Fix my Street but if that failed, please contact 

councillors. 

7.4 Ian Hucklesby had contacted Fix my Street about the drain outside his house, but they refused to 

assist. Sir Tim had had the same problem with the drain at the bottom of Beech Hill and intended to raise 

the matter with Highways. 

8.0 Conclusion 

The Chairman mentioned the gift, a painting by Tony Hinchcliffe, that had been presented to Debbie Busby 

on her departure from the Village and thanked her for her significant contribution to the Village in 

particular during the last year. 

 

The Meeting closed at 8:08pm 


